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10 Reasons to Love Engineering!

Love your work, and live your life, too!
Engineering is an exciting profession, but one of its greatest advantages is that it will leave you time for all the other things in your 
life that you love!

Be creative
Engineering is a great outlet for the imagination—the perfect field for independent thinkers.

Work with great people
Engineering takes teamwork, and you’ll work with all kinds of people inside and outside the field. Whether they’re designers or 
architects, doctors or entrepreneurs, you’ll be surrounded by smart, inspiring people.

Solve problems, design things that matter
Come up with solutions no one else has thought of. Make your mark on the world.

Never be bored
Creative problem solving will take you into uncharted territory, and the ideas of your colleagues will expose you to different ways of 
thinking. Be prepared to be fascinated and to have your talents stretched in ways you never expected.

Earn a big salary
Engineers not only earn lots of respect, but they’re highly paid. Even the starting salary for an entry-level job is impressive!

Enjoy job flexibility
An engineering degree offers you lots of freedom in finding your dream job. It can be a launching pad for jobs in business, design, 
medicine, law, and government. To employers or graduate schools, an engineering degree reflects a well-educated individual who has 
been taught ways of analyzing and solving problems that can lead to success in all kinds of fields.

Travel
Field work is a big part of engineering. You may end up designing a skyscraper in London or developing safe drinking-water systems 
in Asia. Or you may stay closer to home, working with a nearby high-tech company or a hospital.

Make a difference
Everywhere you look you’ll see examples of engineering having a positive effect on everyday life. Cars are safer, sound systems 
deliver better acoustics, medical tests are more accurate, and computers and cell phones are a lot more fun! You’ll be giving back to 
your community.

Change the world
Just look at what AEGT students on the Nepal 1.0 and Nepal 2.0 teams have done!



Panelists

NICOLE MASON
Technology Analyst, Connecticut DOT
Nicole Mason is a Central Connecticut State University graduate, previously majoring 

in Business Management. She currently works as an Information Technology Analyst 

at the Connecticut Department of Transportation (DOT) in Newington, CT. Although 

Nicole did not attend college with a focus on technology, she was exposed to VBA 

programming during her 2 year student worker internship at the DOT. Thanks to this 

significant experience, Nicole was able to find a career opportunity in the field of 

information technology.

ILONA PROSOL, P.E., LEED AP
Project Manager and Electrical Engineer, BVH Integrated Services, P.C.
Ilona Prosol is a project manager with more than 20 years of experience at BVH 

Integrated Services, P.C., a multi-disciplined engineering firm serving the construction 

industry. A professional engineer and LEED accredited professional, Ilona’s portfolio 

includes public and private schools, higher education buildings, museums and 

hospitality projects. Focusing on sustainability and specializing in electrical engineering 

design, Ilona’s recent notable projects include the design of UConn’s Laurel Hall, the 

first LEED Gold certified project on campus, and Environmental Sciences Magnet School 

at Mary Hooker, Connecticut’s first LEED Platinum certified public school. Ilona achieved 

a Masters Degree in Civil Engineering from Cracow Polytechnic in Poland.

ADELE FALKNER 
CADD Technician, AI Engineers
Adele Falkner graduated from Eli Whitney Vocational-Technical High School in 1978. Her 

background is the Civil Engineering field, which includes roads, highways and site layout. 

She is currently working on bridge/structural projects.  

Adele started out drafting with pencil & ink by hand on a drafting board, and has 

used CADD for about 23 years. From the engineers’ designs, she uses AutoCad and 

Microstation to create her drawings. 

Julianne Chatman
Project Engineer, Connecticut Department of Transportation
Julianne Chatman earned a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering from Southern 

University in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. As a project engineer for the Connecticut 

Department of Transportation, Julianne manages consultant designed projects for complex 

transportation systems during the design and construction phases of the project, ensuring 

compliance with scope, schedule and budget.

ERIN SULLIVAN
EH&S Manager; Wastewater Compliance & ACE, Pratt & Whitney 
Erin helps to troubleshoot problems with industrial wastewater treatment equipment and 

review/approve designs for new wastewater treatment systems.  She also helps P&W 

facilities understand which industrial wastewater regulations they must comply with and 

ensure they have the tools, etc., to comply with these requirements.  

Erin earned an Associates in Science (Chemistry & Engineering) from Monroe Community 

College in Rochester, New York. She also has a Bachelors in Science (Environmental 

Management & Technology) from Rochester Institute of Technology, and a Masters in 

Science (Environmental Engineering) from the University of New Haven in New Haven, CT.

THINK AHEAD!  
Research shows that students who start thinking about college in middle school 

and early high school are more likely to go to college. And students who are 

preparing for college are generally already taking the classes they’ll need for 

admission to an engineering program. 

Recommended courses include:

• Math (four years): Algebra I and II, Geometry, Trigonometry, Calculus

• Science (four years): Biology, Physics, Chemistry 

• Science electives (fourth year): advanced levels of Biology, Chemistry, Physics, 

or Ecology, Astronomy, and Earth Sciences

• Language arts (four years): English

• Language arts electives: Speech/Debate, Communications/Media, or Journalism

• Foreign language (three years): student’s choice

Did you know? Engineering is a versatile career. There is perhaps no other career that 
spans so many areas—healthcare, agriculture, entertainment, business, and more!


